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Ml speed. When the enemy saw this he shouted, rallied, and went
after ours. I went along in the midst of the enemy and so entered the
city where, at a street, I got out from amongst them.
I went to the wharf and called to the galleys and sent aboard a
comrade of mine named Captain Pedro de Comas, with order to
Captain Martin Gonzalez and Captain Juan de Castaneda to get
away with the galleys, out of the port by Boca Chica, for, live who
might or die who must, I was going to the head of the bridge to
gather up the people, since it was now broad day and the English were
scattered in disorder through the streets, and we could easily kill them.
So I went and got together some 300 harquebuses and returned
by the bridge to face the enemy; and when I began to skirmish they
again left me alone, and so the city was lost because it was Your
Majesty's luck to have in it the most cowardly subjects there can be
in the whole world. Had they been other than they are, a not very
difficult victory wrould have been won instead of the very easy loss
of the city.
When I supposed the galleys outside I discovered some of their
slaves and soldiers approaching by land. When I asked an explana-
tion they told me to turn my head and see that they had gone
aground, without putting up a fight or trying to get away. Their
captains, who were on board, will explain the how and the why in
their defence.
My excuse for not being on board of them is that in the councils
of war held (the municipal council, the governor, captains of in-
fantry and Captains Martin Gonzalez and Juan de Castaneda, all
being assembled together) it was resolved that the galleys should
not leave the haven, for if they did the city would be easily lost, but
with them could defend itself. And they could get away at any
time. And since on board of the galleys were Captains (p. 3)
Martin de Gonzalez and Juan de Castaneda, by Your Majesty
commissioned to command, it was decided that I should stay on
shore to command and fight with the militia because this was for the
good of Your Majesty's service, since the militia had no officer to
lead them. They demanded that I do this and so signed their opinion,
all of them. Afterwards, especially in the market-place of this city,
in public acclamation the captains of the militia and their ensigns
and sergeants and all the population many times repeated to me that
if I fought with them they would die in defence of the Faith and
Your Majesty's service, but if I did not remain with them it was their
desire to abandon the city. The bishop of Cartagena and the three
monasteries demanded the same of me. And in view of this I re-